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Nonpoint Source Policy 

• Nonpoint Source Policy, Key Element 4: 
• “An NPS control implementation program shall include sufficient feedback 

mechanisms so that the RWQCB, dischargers, and the public can determine 
whether the program is achieving its stated purpose(s), or whether additional 
or different MPs or other actions are required.” 

• “[A]ll monitoring programs should be reproducible, provide a 
permanent/documented record and be available to the public.”   
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Privacy? 
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Transparency 

1. Are MPs effective in improving water quality? 
2. Where are MPs being implemented? Where are MPs not being 

implemented but should be? 
3. What fields belong to the largest growers? And are the largest growers 

applying nitrogen at acceptable rates and implementing MPs? 
4. Should a field be part of a SQMP or GQMP, but is not? 
5. Are there geographic patterns to MP implementation or nitrogen 

application? 
6. Are my neighbors implementing MPs and reducing nitrogen application? 
7. Are growers exhibiting strategic behavior? 
8. Are there questions we don’t know to ask yet? 
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New Column 
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Source: Bulletin 118, Interim 
Update 2016, p. 41. 
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Source: Information Sheet, p. 6.  



Transparency 

1. Are MPs effective in improving water quality? 
2. Where are MPs being implemented? Where are MPs not being 

implemented but should be? 
3. What fields belong to the largest growers? And are the largest growers 

applying nitrogen at acceptable rates and implementing MPs? 
4. Should a field be part of a SQMP or GQMP, but is not? 
5. Are there geographic patterns to MP implementation or nitrogen 

application? 
6. Are my neighbors implementing MPs and reducing nitrogen application? 
7. Are growers exhibiting strategic behavior? 
8. Are there questions we don’t know to ask yet? 

 

ELF Slides for February 7, 2018 ESJ Hearing 9 



Township Targets 
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A B 

C D 

Township Target: 
1000 lbs. 



Township Targets: Incentive to Overapply 
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A 
250 

B 
250 

C 
250 

D 
500 

Township Target: 
1000 lbs. 

Township Value: 
1,250 lbs. 
 

Exceedance per 
grower: 
62.5 lbs. 

Actual 
responsibility: 
Grower D – 250 
lbs. 

Result: Fail 



Township Targets: Disincentive to Underapply 
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A 
100 

B 
250 

C 
250 

D 
500 

Township Target: 
1000 lbs. 

Township Value: 
1,100 lbs. 
 

Exceedance per 
grower: 
25 lbs. 

Result: Fail 



Township Targets 
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A B 

C D 

Township Target: 
1000 lbs. 



Township Targets 
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A 
Corn 

B 
Almonds 

C 
Walnuts 

D 
Tomatoes 

Township Target: 1000 lbs. 



Township Targets 
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Precedent 

ELF Slides for February 7, 2018 ESJ Hearing 16 


